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The Organist's Unlikely Venue

In 2004, fresh out of Juilliard, Patrick Kabanda, PA organist and music instroc-
tor, had never heard of the far away sslands, Or of the exquisite organ lestival
that has been held there since 1975, He attended the New York launch of
Seven Duys of Possibilities, a book by New York Tirnes writer Anemona
Hartocollis about Johanna Grissner, a young jar= singer who took

her Bromx public school students to the islands o perform gospel
music. Kabanda met Grissner and her mother, Lillermor, natives
of this tiny unknown owutpost. In conversation, he revealed he

was an organist. They asked for a CD of his playing, which he sent
soon after,

Four years passed, and he had forgotten about them. Then, in
September 2008, an e-mail arrived inviting him to play at the pres-
tigious 2009 Alands Orgel {(Organ) Pestival in the Aland Islands, a
sermi-autonomons Finnish state on 3 small archi-

pelago between Sweden and Finland.

Kabanda arrived in mid-fune o
discover a nature lover’s paradise

and an organists dream. Scat-

tered throughout the islands
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(For the full, varied program and
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formance, go to www.andover,
edu/magazine, )

“It was wonderful luck to get

R © play there” says Kabanda,
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;1 [nternationally known organists par-
5 teipated. The Jocal newspaper feted

and photographed Kabanda. He explored

the picturesque islands and met many people—

locals, and internationals drwn o the musle, He was

struck by “how we are all different, yet connected when it comes to
music—aour international langoage.”

The young organist, an enthosiastic teacher and member of the
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his interest in the organ as a chorister at Namirembe Cathedral in

Kampala. His music brooght him to North Caralina and eventually
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world stage, Kabanda also has performed in Asia, Africa, and other
parts of Europe.

-Zally V. Halm



